LOW BRIDGE END FARM 

ACCESS STATEMENT

FOR

THE TEA GARDEN, THE CAMPING BARN 

 THE OLD HAYLOFT AND THE WOODLAND DISPLAY.

Introduction.

Low Bridge End is a Hill Farm set in the mountains of the Northern Lake District. 

It is overlooked by Helvellyn and Blencathra and access can be seasonally affected by adverse weather conditions, for example roads and paths blocked by drifting snow, floodwater or fallen trees. However, access is generally only a problem on a very few days in the year.

We aim to welcome everyone and make his or her stay enjoyable. The following statement is therefore a summary of our provision and its limitations. 

If you have any specific questions please feel free to contact us.

Pre-Arrival

When bad weather has been predicted, it will be best to check with a forecast or phone the Farm, for an update about local news. Driving conditions can also be affected by ice and especially black ice.

Arrival, Car Parking Facilities.

For the Camping Barn and the Old Hayloft you drive down our own lonnen from the B5322 that runs South from the A66 Penrith/Keswick road and North from the A591 Keswick/Windermere road.

Access from the Penrith/Keswick bus at Threlkeld, if on foot, is along the Valley road (three and a half miles, say one and a half an hour’s walk.) Care must be taken, as there are only occasional footpaths.   **  Reflective clothing is recommended and lights at night.

The farm lonnen goes across our own bridge (8ft 3 inches wide) and care may need to be taken, as there is a possibility of grounding for very low cars. Large vehicles can be left by arrangement, on the east side of our bridge.

There is sufficient space to park 2 cars for the Old Hayloft and 2 cars outside the Camping Barn. If you know that there will be more cars arriving for the Barn, we would appreciate being told, as we may be able to arrange more space in the Farmyard. 

There are no marked parking bays but cars should be aligned along the east side of the yard. The yard surface is level and gravelled. N.B. There are no lights at night.

We need to keep access clear for Farm and emergency vehicles at all times.
Public Areas General.

Visitors should be aware that Low Bridge End is a working farm and although dog faeces will be removed you may therefore encounter cattle, poultry and sheep droppings.

Access for the Tea Garden 

On foot from the gated footpath behind the farm, which runs from St. John’s Church (45 minutes) to the A591. There are kissing gates on the path, which makes it unsuitable for wheelchair access. There is bridleway access across the fields (caution if wet and muddy) to Sosgill Bridge lonnen and along the B5322, which avoids these small gates. 

Access from the Windermere/Keswick bus is along the footpath from the A591 (twenty minutes with moderate climbs and one section with a steep thirty foot drop to the river, no handrail). 

Access to the Tea Garden is down the steps from the footpath through a gate 3’6” wide. There are 14 six-inch steps down, that are three feet wide. There is a handrail.

There are then two steps, six inches high and two feet wide down into the Garden. 

The stone tables in the Tea Garden are not moveable and are two feet and four inches high. The chairs are 18 inches high and wide.

Access to the public composting toilet is through one gate 4 feet wide and another 34” wide. The toilet door is 34” inches wide leading to a room 7 feet by 8 feet. The toilet is 18” high and is equipped with hand rails. The urinal is 2 feet high. Hand gel is provided.
Access to the Camping Barn.

Directly from the level Farmyard with a four inch step, then through the entrance door 3 feet two inches wide. 

Internal Access Statement.

Internal access is level on the ground and first floors. Access to the cooking area is 2 feet six inches wide. The stone slabs in the cooking area are 3 feet high.

The tables in the living area are 2 feet 4 inches high.

The chairs are 1 foot five inches wide and 1 foot four inches high.

The shower floor access is flat and the tap is 4 feet up the wall.

The shower door is 2 feet 2 inches wide.

The toilet door is 2 feet 2 inches wide and the toilet itself is 18 inches high.

The washbasin is 30 inches high and twenty inches wide with a six inch gap beneath.

The staircase has a handrail and consists of 12 steps, which are 7 inches high and two feet six inches wide. 

There is flat access outside to a stone table 28 inches high and bench seating, by the barbecue, with views across the beck. There is a fence, which should not be climbed, as there is a drop of some 8 feet to the lonnen below.

Access to the Old Hayloft

Directly from the Farmyard, up four 7-inch steps, which are three feet wide. There are then a further 2 steps, 8 inches high and three feet wide into the property. There are, as yet, no handrails. 

There is a patio with seating and a table immediately outside the door.

There are outside lights for short nighttime use.

Internal Access Statement.

The property is entered through a door 32 inches wide and internal doors are 27 inches wide. 

The bath side is 22 inches high; the pedestal washbasin is 32 inches high with 16-inch foot access beneath. The toilet is 16 inches high.

The beds are 22 inches high, however the settee bed is lower, at some 15 inches.

The dining table is 26 inches in height and the dining chairs are 20 inches.

The kitchen work surfaces are 35 inches high with a 3-inch deep and five-inch high foot gap below.

Access to the Woodland Display

Directly from the Farmyard up a restored, traditional cobbled ramp, rising one foot in three.

The doorway is 32 inches wide but as double doors gives wider access. Internal floors are flat but artificially lit, as the barn has small traditional windows.

Access to Fields and Woodland.

There is access to the footpath, a Farm trail and the Woodland Trail from the Farmyard. (Free maps are available at the Farm). Care should be taken in wet and muddy conditions especially on steep sections. There are stiles to be climbed and people with mobility problems should check with us when preparing for a visit. Fields are stocked and may have a bull, cows and calves and sheep present. Some fieldss will have geese and turkeys.

Additional Information.

Dogs are welcome but need to be controlled especially in view of our free-range poultry. They will enjoy our seventeen acre woodland behind the farm. We ask you to clear away dog faeces and will advise about their disposal.

All the buildings and the Tea Garden are No Smoking areas.

Contact Information

Address
  Low Bridge End Farm, St. John’s in the Vale, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4TS

Telephone
  01768779242 (Threlkeld 242)

Email

  info@campingbarn.com

Website
  www.campingbarn.com

Grid Reference    Ny316206

Opening Hours   All year. Emergency telephone calls only please after ten p.m.

Emergencies        Phone:  999 or 112

Equipment Hire   Hewden’s Penrith 01768899799

Bus Travel           08712002233

Davies Taxis       01768772676

National Park      Information available on 01768774783

Greta Bank Vet   01768772590

